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PLAYING TOGETHER AND ALL THAT JAZZ




On May 14 and 15 high school jazz ensembles will get a chance to listen to 
'professionals and have their own playing critiqued during the second annual high 
school jazz festival at the University of Montana.
Groups from Missoula, Great Falls, Helena, Stevensvi11e , Whitehall, Roundup,
Libby, Columbia Falls and Belgrade are expected to be there.
Darryl Goes, percussionist from the University of Northern Colorado, and Hal 
Sherman, director of the Kent-Meridian High School jazz ensemble and author of a 
number of publications on jazz-teaching techniques, will be working with the bands.
UM's jazz artists in residence Dartanyan Brown and Marcia Miget will join in for 
a second year.
Trombonist Bill Watrous will be featured soloist. Like last year's soloist,
Allen Vizzutti, Watrous has a world-wide reputation as an outstanding jazz musician.
With several albums to his name, including "Manhattan Wildlife Refuge," and professional 
experience with Quincy Jones, Woody Herman and Bobby Rosengarden1s band on the Dick 
Cavett show, Watrous will bring perspectives from the "industry" to young musicians.
"He can tell them what it's like to be a recording musician and what it's like 
to be on the road," said Lance Boyd, director of jazz studies at the UM. "There are
(over)
ALL THAT JAZZ- add one
a lot of romantic illusions surrounding any professional musician that differ from 
reality. It can be a rewarding life, but there's another side to it."
Watrous will hold an open rehearsal and clinic at the festival -- which is some­
thing he talked of doing several years ago in an interview for Downbeat magazine.
He said then that he would like to "do some concerts in schools, and have a seminar
afterwards. I'd emphasize the importance of really getting together instead of
working against each other and allowing individual egos to dominate. Ego is impor­
tant, but not to the point that the music has to suffer___ "
Those sentiments coincide with Boyd's, who places a big emphasis on the fact 
that this high school jazz festival -will be non-competitive.
"We want to provide young musicians with a good jazz experience and show them 
how to make one for themselves," he said. "Jazz is a sharing thing. While the 
competition aspect can't be entirely avoided, this is no 'battle of the bands.' We 
want to show young musicians how to experience jazz without the kinds of pressure 
that result from the need to excel."
Brown and Mi get, a husband-and-wife team, have been working with UM artists in 
several disciplines-- music, art, dance, drama -- exploring the ways in which these 
forms of expression intersect. Through the Artists-in-Schools program of the Montana 
Arts Council they have tried to help younger students across the state see the rela­
tionship of music and improvisation to other areas of life.
When Dartanyan Brown came to Malta, the art, government, and English classes all 
became involved. Charles Liebfried, the Malta High School music instructor, feels that 
the exposure was invaluable.
"We're sort of isolated here. Kids don't have many chances to hear live per­
formances. It was tremendous having four days to work with an artist and not have to 
share the time with anyone."
(more)
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Liebfried started a high school jazz group in Malta four years ago. Last 
year they attended the jazz festival in Missoula on money raised by the kids them­
selves. This year those money-making efforts didn't pan out and the group will stay 
home. But Liebfried hopes that Brown and Miget will come again to Malta. "In pro­
moting a program like this, we're promoting kids," he says.
Fred Nelson, director of the Missoula Sentinel High School band, brought a 
group to last year's festival and plans to do it again this year.
"The chance to work with Dartanyan and Marcia showed them what a professional 
player sounds like when improvising," he said. "They gained some real insights 
into jazz through that."
Brown and Miget hope that those insights will extend into the young musicians 
themselves. They feel that the art of improvisation can teach a young person a 
sense of responsibility. You have to put your whole self into the music, they say.
On May 14 and 15, at the University of Montana, aspiring young jazz musicians 
will have a chance to give it a try.
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